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do so ; he would have more tenderness of heart. JOHNSON. 'I believe I should not either; but Mr. M'Queen and I are cowards'. It would not be from tenderness of heart; for the heart is as tender when a man is in health as when he is sick, though his resolution may be stronger*. Sixtus Quin-tus was a sovereign as well as a priest; and, if the criminals deserved death, he was doing his duty to the last. You would not think a judge died ill, who should be carried off by an apoplectick fit while pronouncing sentence of death. Consider a class of men whose business it is to distribute death :—soldiers, who die scattering bullets. Nobody thinks they die ill on that account.'
Talking of Biography, he said, he did not think that the life of any literary man in England had been well written3. Beside the common incidents of life, it should tell us his studies, his mode of living, the means by which he attained to excellence, and his opinion of his own works. He told us, he had sent Derrick to Dryden's relations, to gather materials for his Life*; and he believed Derrick6 had got all that he himself should have got; but it was nothing. He added, he had a kindness for Derrick, and was sorry he was dead.
His notion as to the poems published by Mr. M'Pherson, as the works of Ossian, was not shaken here. Mr. M' Queen always evaded the point of authenticity, saying only fhat Mr. M'Pherson's pieces fell far short of those he knew in Erse, which were said to be Ossian's. JOHNSON. ' I hope they do. I am not disputing that you may have poetry of great merit; but that M'Pherson's is not a translation from ancient poetry. You do not believe it. I say before you, you do not believe it, though you are very willing that the
1 See ante, iii, 271, where he discusses the question of shooting a highwayman.
a In The Rambler, No. 78, he says:—' I believe men may be generally observed to grow less tender as they advance in age.'
3  He passed over his own Life, of Smiagc.
4  ' When I was a young fellow, I wanted to write the Life of Dry-den.'    Ante, iii. Si.
5  See ante, p. 132.
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